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The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah : Sept 19, 2017

With courage, grace and powerful insight, bestselling author Kristin Hannah captures the
epic panorama of World War II and illuminates an intimate part of history seldom seen:
the women's war. The Nightingale tells the stories of two sisters, separated by years and
experience, by ideals, passion and circumstance, each embarking on her own dangerous
path toward survival, love, and freedom in German-occupied, war-torn France―a
heartbreakingly beautiful novel that celebrates the resilience of the human spirit and the durability of women.
It is a novel for everyone, a novel for a lifetime.

Vinegar Girl by Anne Tyler : October 17, 2017

Pulitzer Prize winner and American master Anne Tyler brings us an inspired, witty and
irresistible contemporary take on one of Shakespeare’s most beloved comedies.
Kate Battista feels stuck. How did she end up running house and home for her eccentric
scientist father and uppity, pretty younger sister Bunny? Plus, she’s always in trouble at work –
her pre-school charges adore her, but their parents don’t always appreciate her unusual
opinions and forthright manner.
Dr. Battista has other problems. After years out in the academic wilderness, he is on the verge of a
breakthrough. His research could help millions. There’s only one problem: his brilliant young lab assistant,
Pyotr, is about to be deported. And without Pyotr, all would be lost.
When Dr. Battista cooks up an outrageous plan that will enable Pyotr to stay in the country, he’s relying – as
usual – on Kate to help him. Kate is furious: this time he’s really asking too much. But will she be able to resist
the two men’s touchingly ludicrous campaign to bring her around?

Passing by Nella Larsen : January 16, 2018

Originally published in 1929, Passing tells the troublesome relationship between two AfricanAmerican woman who are light enough to pass for white. Irene Redfield marries an AfricanAmerican doctor and moves to Harlem. Clare Kendy, on the other hand, marries a bigoted
white man -- never telling him of her true heritage. When the two women meet, after
decades of separation, they impact each other lives in ways that neither would have
imagined.

Giant of the Senate by Al Franken : February 20, 2018
#1 New York Times Bestseller

"Flips the classic born-in-a-shack rise to political office tale on its head. I skipped meals to
read this book - also unusual - because every page was funny. It made me deliriously
happy." - Louise Erdrich, The New York Times
From Senator Al Franken - #1 bestselling author and beloved SNL alum - comes the story
of an award-winning comedian who decided to run for office and then discovered why award-winning
comedians tend not to do that.
This is a book about an unlikely campaign that had an even more improbable ending: the closest outcome in
history and an unprecedented eight-month recount saga, which is pretty funny in retrospect.
It's a book about what happens when the nation's foremost progressive satirist gets a chance to serve in the
United States Senate and, defying the low expectations of the pundit class, actually turns out to be good at it.
It's a book about our deeply polarized, frequently depressing, occasionally inspiring political culture, written
from inside the belly of the beast.
In this candid personal memoir, the honorable gentleman from Minnesota takes his army of loyal fans along
with him from Saturday Night Live to the campaign trail, inside the halls of Congress, and behind the scenes of
some of the most dramatic and/or hilarious moments of his new career in politics.
Has Al Franken become a true Giant of the Senate? Franken asks readers to decide for themselves.

The Cellist of Sarajevo by Steven Galloway : March 20, 2018

A spare and haunting, wise and beautiful novel about war and the endurance of the human
spirit and the subtle ways individuals reclaim their humanity.
In a city under siege, four people whose lives have been upended are ultimately reminded of
what it is to be human. From his window, a musician sees twenty-two of his friends and neighbors waiting in a
breadline. Then, in a flash, they are killed by a mortar attack. In an act of defiance, the man picks up his cello
and decides to play at the site of the shelling for twenty-two days, honoring their memory. Elsewhere, a young
man leaves home to collect drinking water for his family and, in the face of danger, must weigh the value of
generosity against selfish survivalism. A third man, older, sets off in search of bread and distraction and
instead runs into a long-ago friend who reminds him of the city he thought he had lost, and the man he once
was. As both men are drawn into the orbit of cello music, a fourth character—a young woman, a sniper—
holds the fate of the cellist in her hands. As she protects him with her life, her own army prepares to challenge
the kind of person she has become.
A novel of great intensity and power, and inspired by a true story, The Cellist of Sarajevo poignantly explores

how war can change one’s definition of humanity, the effect of music on our emotional endurance, and how a
romance with the rituals of daily life can itself be a form of resistance.

The Buddha in the Attic by Julie Otsuka : April 17, 2018

Winner of the PEN/Faulkner Award For Fiction
National Book Award and Los Angeles Times Book Prize Finalist
A New York Times Notable Book
A gorgeous novel by the celebrated author of When the Emperor Was Divine that tells the story
of a group of young women brought from Japan to San Francisco as “picture brides” nearly a century ago. In
eight unforgettable sections, The Buddha in the Attic traces the extraordinary lives of these women, from their
arduous journeys by boat, to their arrival in San Francisco and their tremulous first nights as new wives; from
their experiences raising children who would later reject their culture and language, to the deracinating arrival
of war. Once again, Julie Otsuka has written a spellbinding novel about identity and loyalty, and what it means
to be an American in uncertain times.

Pilgrimage: My Search for the Real Pope Francis by Mark K. Shriver : May 15, 2018

Early on the evening of March 13, 2013, the newly elected Pope Francis stepped out onto the
balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica and did something remarkable: Before he imparted his blessing to
the crowd, he asked the crowd to bless him, then bowed low to receive this grace. In the days
that followed, Mark K. Shriver—along with the rest of the world—was astonished to see a pope
who paid his own hotel bill, eschewed limousines, and made his home in a suite of austere rooms in a Vatican
guesthouse rather than the grand papal apartment in the Apostolic Palace. By setting an example of humility
and accessibility, Francis breathed new life into the Catholic Church, attracting the admiration of Catholics and
non-Catholics alike.
In Pilgrimage, Shriver retraces Francis’s personal journey, revealing the origins of his open, unpretentious style
and explaining how it revitalized Shriver’s own faith and renewed his commitment to the Church. To help us
understand how Jorge Mario Bergoglio became Pope Francis, Shriver travels to Bergoglio’s native Argentina to
meet with the people who knew him as a child, as a young Jesuit priest, and as a reformist bishop. Shriver
visits the confessional where Bergoglio first felt called to a faith-based life and takes us to the humble parish
where the future pontiff’s pastoral career began: in a church created from a converted vegetable shed in an
area just outside the city of Buenos Aires. In these impoverished surroundings, Bergoglio answered Christ’s
call to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and shelter the homeless, following the example set by his papal
namesake, St. Francis of Assisi.
In this deeply reported yet highly personal book, Mark K. Shriver explores how Francis's commitment has
struck a chord in the hearts of millions who long to make faith, love, humility, and mercy part of their lives as
they go out into the world to serve and learn from the most marginalized.

